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Press Release for immediate distribution;
The 2012 FSSA Educational Conference & Expo will be partnering with the SSA for a combined state and national event!
The SSA/FSSA Convention and Trade Show will take place April 24 – 26, 2012 at the Gaylord Palms Resort in Orlando, Florida! If the FSSA 2011 Education Conference and Expo are any indicator the 2012 show should be spectacular. The FSSA posted our 2011 show pictures (on our Facebook page) and PDF’s of some of the education sessions offered to members on the FSSA website. To check these out go to http://www.floridassa.org/default.asp
New FSSA Board take the reins:

On January 1st the new Officers of the FSSA assume their new roles. Mike Mele of Marcus & Millichap will take charge as the new FSSA President and Legislative Chairperson. Lew Pollack with StoreSmart Development takes over as Vice President and Howard Pryor, Westport Properties, newly elected to the board was voted in as our new Treasurer. The board also includes; David Blum, Past President, Best Management Services, LLC; Rick Yonis, Sentry Self Storage; Travis Lawhorne, Accountable Management; Matt Van Horn, Cutting Edge Self Storage; Stan Bullington, Champion Self Storage; Dennis Hofmann, Wells Fargo Insurance Services; Mike Cabak, Sunshine Self Storage; Danielle Toms, Mindful Management

Legislative 

The Florida Self Storage Association continues to work diligently with lobbyists in Tallahassee to pass HB715/SB646 in the 2012 legislative session. We came very close to passing the Bill securing enough support and votes to pass the Bill in 2011 but the sessions ran into overtime and our Bill never made it to the floor for a vote. 
The Florida Self-Storage bill is now filed in both the House and Senate.  Representative Matt Caldwell (Republican from Fort Myers) is again our sponsor in the House; Senate Steve Wise (Republican from Jacksonville) is our Senate sponsor.  The bills have been assigned two committees to be heard in before they can be taken up on the floor by the full House or Senate.  

The Legislature convenes for its 60 day Legislative Session on Tuesday, March 10th, 2012.  We expect our bill to be heard in the first House and Senate committee in the next couple of weeks and are currently meeting with members of each of those committees to secure support for the bill. A summary of what both the Senate and House bills will accomplish is below:

1) Allows a tenant to provide their “change of address” to the facility using first class mail or email. 
2) Currently, a tenant must either hand-deliver this address change notice or pay to send it using Certified mail

3) Many of the customers in the Self-Storage business are military personnel and the industry has learned that having the ability to receive official notices by email is helpful to our service members, especially those deployed overseas

4) Allows a “Notification of Default” to a tenant be sent using 1st Class mail with Certificate of Mailing or email (provided receipt of the email by the tenant is verified)– currently it must be sent using Certified Mail or hand delivered

5) The Certificate of Mailing product was not available when the statute was created in 1979 and costs only $1.15 as opposed to $2.80 for a Certified letter

6) Military personnel deployed overseas can sometimes more readily be reached by email rather than by the postal service, this is a valuable alternative that other states have started allowing

7) Finally, it would require that rental contracts or rental applications ask whether someone is in the military or not. The military currently has protections from regular lien procedures through the “Service members Civil Relief Act”. If a storage operator knows the renter is in the military, they will handle any situations of default of payment according to the procedures outlined in this act. Detailed information on the Legislative Session can be found on our website www.floridassa.org.

Renew your Membership today! Membership Has its benefits!
If you have not done so yet it’s time to renew your Membership for 2012 with the Florida Self Storage Association. Everything we do at the Association is for you, our members. We work diligently throughout the year to bring you quality education, advocacy, networking opportunities, and industry information as we strive to add immediate value to you. We look forward to the opportunity to continue to serve you in 2012! If you are not a member, please consider joining us! 

 If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions – please don’t hesitate to contact Robert Bret, Executive Director at 877.222.9441; rbret@floridassa.org.
